
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James P. “Sean” Viars; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash; 

Geary Jonas 

     

Council Members Absent:        Michael Duncan                     

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief  

    

Administration Absent:   None   

 

Others Present: Amy McBride         
 

Vice-Mayor Yontz was present via Zoom. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Hash and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the November 9, 2021, meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by 

a vote of five (5) for: Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Amy McBride asked if the town was having a Christmas parade this year.  Town Manager 

Childers stated the Christmas parade will be held on Sunday, December 5,2021 at 2:00 p.m.  He 

added that the Fire Department will take care of the details. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None 
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POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that the new radar trailer arrived and has been put into service.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that it may be used for announcements like when trash pick up is on 

Wednesday during the holidays, election day, Veterans and Memorial Day services, etc.  Chief 

Breedlove stated that the message board has numerous preset messages.  He added that the sign 

can be programmed remotely. 

 

Chief Breedlove stated that he has a deputy lined up to assist with the Christmas Parade on 

December 5th. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This item is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the contract has been sent back.  

Town Manager Childers stated that he went through the rider and sent it back. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Town Manager Childers stated that Sally Bass would like to meet 

with the Mayor, Town Manager, and the Rescue Squad board of directors.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that Miss Bass also wanted him to request the budgeted funds for the Rescue 

Squad.  Town Manager Childers stated that the finance committee requires the funding to the 

Rescue Squad to be reimbursed based on paid expenses.  He added that he will ask Miss Bass to 

provide documentation of the paid expenses before the reimbursement is made.  The handling 

and disposal of biohazardous waste by the Rescue Squad was also discussed. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None  

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Treasurer Patton explained that 

Michael Whalen and Michael Robert have excess vacation time that will be difficult for them to 

use before January 1, 2022.  In 2020 during the COVID – 19 pandemic the town workers were 

on rotating schedules.  During this time the workers were not taking vacation time because of the 

days not worked due to the alternating schedules.  The water/wastewater operators must be on 

duty seven days a week and therefore they are unable to use the vacation time.  The personnel 

policy states that employees can only carryover 160 hours of vacation time at the end of the year.  

Michael Whalen and Michael Robert have tried to take vacation time, but it is difficult for them 

because they are called out so much.  Treasurer Patton explained that currently Mike Whalen has 

225 vacation hours accrued and Michael Robert has 193 hours.  A motion was made by 
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Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Councilmember Viars to allow Town Manager Childers 

the authority to decide how much vacation time can be carried over by Michael Whalen and 

Michael Robert.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash; 

zero (0) against. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – This report will be included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- Phase 1 of the Sewer Project has been advertised and a pre-bid conference will occur    

soon.  I am working with VRSA and N&S on getting a permit for construction on railroad 

property.  This permit will $25,000.  It was initially $30,000 plus, but we were able to negotiate 

the price down. 

Mayor Litz stated that the railroad does not ask the town’s permission to park their equipment on 

both sides of town property.  He added that the railroad assumes they can use the town’s property 

whenever they want.  He stated that the town pays rent on the street going to the town shop and 

now the town is required to buy a permit for $25,000 when they are continually parking on and 

using the town’s property.  

- Brian Reed has spoken to DHCD, and they asked about a possible extension.  It appears 

that it is a real possibility that the town may get the extension, but it is not guaranteed. 

Councilmember Viars asked what the current deadline is for the downtown project.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the deadline is January 31, 2022. 

- The town’s telemetry valve that communicates with the orange tanks and the blue tank is 

currently not working.  The town is using only the orange tanks to supply water at this time.  We 

have scheduled for this to be fixed on Monday the 29th at 3:30 pm because the school will be 

without water. 

- Baker Construction and Little B construction have completed the water line installation at  

Klockner, and the insertion valves have been put in place.  This will allow us more flexibility 

with our water infrastructure because now we can supply our customers on the eastern side of 

our service area during times of water issues. 

- Stephen Bear would like to meet with the town about an interconnection between the 

town and the county.  He will talk to his supervisors and get with me about a possible date and 

time. 

- Medley paving came and did a ride along with Mike Jones to see where all the patching 

in town needs to be done.  They scheduled to be here yesterday. 

- I reached out the members of the Personnel, Ordinances, and Legal Matters about adding 

the new verbiage to our Property Maintenance Ordinance.  We will in essence be adding only 

one or two words.  We will have a Public Hearing at the next meeting to adopt the new version 

of the Ordinance.   
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Town Manager Childers reported that the Veterans Day ceremony went well. 

Town Manager Childers stated that normally the last meeting in December is dispensed.  This 

will be discussed at the next meeting. 

The Joint Governing Bodies (JGB) meeting will be held on November 29th at 7pm at the Town 

of Wytheville.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town will be included in the public 

hearing in case the town plans on applying for DHCD housing funds. He explained that the 

Assistant County Administrator, Matt Hankins notified him that the County and Town of 

Wytheville plan on requesting DHCD housing funds, so they will hold a public hearing for that 

reason.    

Town Manager Childers stated that he gave Jack Trivitt the information that he requested on the 

abandoned house located on Klockner’s property. 

Councilmember Viars asked about the state of the Wythe Bland funding for the Farmers Market.  

Town Manager Childers stated that Brian Reed checked with Travis Jackson, and the funds are 

secure. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The electronic payment reports for September and October were presented to Council. 

 

The invoices for November 23, 2021, were read and approved. 

 

 

CLOSED MEETING 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars, seconded by Councilmember Jonas to convene to 

a closed meeting in accordance with the Code of Virginia §2.2-3711-A.3 Discussion or 

consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose. 

 

The motion was approved with the following voting in favor: Lloyd. Jonas, Viars, Hash. 

 

Mayor Litz called the regular meeting back into open session. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars, seconded by Councilmember Jonas, WHEREAS, 

the Rural Retreat Town Council has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an 

affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 

Information Act; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712, paragraph D, of the Code of Virginia requires a certificate by 

this Council that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia Law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rural Retreat Town Council hereby 

certifies that to the best of each member’s knowledge, (1) only public business matters lawfully 

exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting 

to which this certificate resolution applies, and (2) only such public business matters as were 

identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered by 

the Council. 
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Vote:       Ayes    Nays  

James Lloyd        X         

Peggy Hash        X 

James P. “Sean” Viars      X 

Geary Jonas        X 

         

 

Absent during meeting: Duncan, Yontz 

 

Absent during vote: Duncan, Yontz 
 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


